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Born in 1945. Doctorate in law from the University of Neuchatel (Switzerland). Studies in
criminology and forensic medicine in Freiburg in Breisgau (Germany). From 1972 to 1975
research assistant at the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law in
Freiburg in Breisgau (Germany). From 1975 to 1989 substitute and deputy public state
prosecutor in the Canton Ticino (Swiss Italian part). From 1989 to 1995 State Councillor of
the Canton Ticino (Swiss ltalian part). Since 1995 Councillor of States (Senator) for Ticino in
Switzerland. President of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Council of States. Member of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe since 1998 and currently Chairperson
of the Committee on the Honouring of Obligations and Commitments by Member States of
the Council of Europe (Monitoring Committee).
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