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4rmember States | British Irish Rights Watch the first winner of the
avania | Assembly’s Human Rights Prize
Andorra
Armenia Strasbourg, 27.04.2009 — The Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly
Austria (PACE) today decided to award its Human Rights Prize to British Irish Rights
Azerbaijan | Watch, a non-governmental organisation which since 1990 has been monitoring
Sosria and Herzi:'(?\l?nrz the human rights dimension of the Northern Ireland conflict and, more recently,
Bulgaria the peace process.
(éryc;e:ﬂz In March a panel including leading figures from the world of human rights' chose
Czech Republic British Irish Rights Watch from among fourteen individuals and NGOs nominated
Denmark for the prize and praised its “courageous and outstanding work in monitoring and
Estonia bringing to light human rights abuses, and its fight against impunity in Northern
Finland Ireland”. It also commended the NGO’s “vigilance” in ensuring that measures
France taken to combat terrorism were compatible with international human rights
Georgia | standards.
Germany
HGreece The PACE Human Rights Prize, which honours “outstanding civil society action
ungary . . . » .
lcelang | 1N the defence of human rights in Europe”, consists of 10 000 euros, a medal
Ireland and a diploma. It will be awarded at a ceremony in Strasbourg on 24 June 2009,
ltaly to coincide with a special debate on “the state of human rights in Europe: the
Latvia need to eradicate impunity”.
Liechtenstein
Lithuania Nominations for the second edition of the prize, proposed by at least five
Luxembourg sponsors, must reach the Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly by
" 'I\:'ja”a 30 September 2009. They must provide details of the nominee’s activities in
M‘;ﬂg‘éi defence of human rights and specify why they can be considered to be
Montenegro outstanding.
Netherlands
Norway British Irish Rights Watch website
Poland Human Rights Prize website
Portugal
Romania Contacts:
Russia PACE Communication Unit: Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 31 93, pace.com@coe.int
SanMarino | British Irish Rights Watch: Jane Winter, Director, mobile +44 (0)7767 830500,
Serbia | iane winter@birw.org
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland ' Lluis Maria de Puig, President of the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly; Herta Daubler-
“The former Yugoslav Gmelin, Chairperson of the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights; Serhiy Holovaty,
Republic of Chairperson of the Monitoring Committee; Irene Khan, Secretary General of Amnesty
Macedonia” International; Pieter van Dijk, member of the Netherlands Council of State and former judge at the
Turkey European Court of Human Rights; Marek Nowicki, human rights lawyer and former International
Ukraine Ombudsperson in Kosovo; Ruth-Gaby Vermot-Mangold, President of the Association “Peace
United Kingdom Women Across the Globe” and former member of the Swiss Parliament and the Parliamentary

Assembly.

The Parliamentary Assembly brings together 318 members from the national parliaments of the 47 member states.

President: Lluis Maria de Puig (Spain, SOC) — Secretary General of the Assembly: Mateo Sorinas.
Political groups: EPP/CD (Group of the European People’s Party); SOC (Socialist Group); EDG (European Democrat Group);
ALDE (Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe); UEL (Group of the Unified European Left).



