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Sex-selective abortion — “Gendercide”

Motion for a resolution
presented by Mr Volonté and others

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only the members who have signed it

According to recent reports, the widespread use of abortion as a means of family planning in combination
with the widespread availability of prenatal sex-determination technology lead to a new global trend: sex-
selective abortion.

The reason for this trend is that a deeply entrenched son preference exists in many countries and cultures. If
parents want, or are constrained, to limit the number of their children, they will therefore use prenatal
diagnostics to determine the sex of their child. This widespread practice, which has aptly been termed
“gendercide” by some observers, has lead to an enormous imbalance between male and female births.
Among the countries most strongly affected by this new trend are China (where, according to the Chinese
Academy of Social Science, 124 boys are born for every 100 girls), India (where the ratio is similarly
skewed), South Korea, Taiwan, but also some European countries.

This gender imbalance constitutes a serious threat for global security. The selective pre-natal killing of
females will in the near future lead to a further radical decline of birth rates, which could dangerously
undermine the sustainability of entire national economies. It is foreseeable that large numbers of young
males without any prospect of being able to find wives and founding families creates a dangerous potential
of social unrest, violence and political radicalization.

The Parliamentary Assembly should therefore discuss this subject and invite the member states of the
Council of Europe to condemn sex-selective abortion, wherever and whenever it occurs, if they have not
already done so, adopting policies and legislative measures to restrict the use of pre-natal diagnostics strictly
to identify medical conditions that can be treated during pregnancy and to prevent it from being used for the
purposes of sex-selective abortions. It would therefore be very important to promote the adoption and
enforcement of such measures in the mentioned third countries.

Signed (see overleaf)
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VOLONTE Luca, Italy, EPP/CD

AGRAMUNT FONT DE MORA Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
BERGAMINI Deborabh, Italy, EPP/CD
BOSWELL Tim, United Kingdom, EDG
DUNDEE Alexander, United Kingdom, EDG
ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom, SOC
FARINA Renato, Italy, EPP/CD

GHILETCHI Valeriu, Moldova, EPP/CD
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD

KOVACS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD

KUHNEL Franz Eduard, Austria, EPP/CD
LOTMAN Aleksei, Estonia, UEL

MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC

MEIKAR Silver, Estonia, ALDE

MINCHEV Krasimir, Bulgaria, EPP/CD

NEGELE Gebhard, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
NEUGEBAUER Fritz, Austria, EPP/CD
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD

PUCHE RODRIGUEZ-ACOSTA Gabino, Spain, EPP/CD
QUINTANILLA BARBA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
SCHADLER Leander, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD

EPP/CD: Group of the European People’s Party
SOC: Socialist Group

ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democratic Group

UEL: Group of the Unified European Left

NR: not registered in a group



