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Social, Health and Family Affairs Committee

Minutes

of the second meeting of the Network of Contact Parliamentarians
to stop sexual violence against children
held in Strasbourg on Wednesday 13 April 2011 from 2 to 3 pm

on the subject of “Fighting child pornography on the Internet”

The Chalrperson of the Social, Health and Family Affairs Committee, Ms Maury Pasquier, pointed out that
this 2™ meeting marked the beginning of a series of thematic meetings of the Network to stop sexual
violence against children. She welcomed the first Contact parliamentarian appointed by a partner
international organisation, Ms Henriette Martinez, representing the Parliamentary Assembly of “la
Francophonie”.

With 37 Contact parliamentarians to date, she stressed the increasing involvement of national parliaments in
the campaign, which had begun most auspiciously.

She highlighted the good practices which had recently been pinpointed under the campaign.

In particular, she noted the involvement of Ms Sosa Govea, the Mexican Contact parliamentarian, who had
been working to promote the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Convention). First of all, Ms Sosa Govea had supported the
translation into Spanish of the Handbook for parliamentarians on the Lanzarote Convention. The Spanish
version of the Handbook would shortly be downloadable from the website. Also, on 6 April last, Ms Sosa
Govea had presented the Handbook at an official event in the Mexican Senate, in the presence of the
Senate President. The Mexican Senate had created a website' on the campaign incorporating the campaign
logo “One in Five” and making the Handbook available online.

The NGO HFC “Hope For Children” UNHCR Policy Centre, has launched the One in Five campaign in
Cyprus under the auspices of Ms Athina Kyriakidou. The campaign encourages Cypriots to sign a petition
inviting their authorities to ratify the Lanzarote Convention (which was signed by Cyprus on 25 October
2007).

According to Ms Elvira Kovacs, the Serbian Parliament had launched a national campaign to fight sexual
violence against children and to implement the Lanzarote Convention.

The Chairperson invited her colleagues to follow these good examples and to forward information on any
new ones to the Secretariat, which would subsequently compile all the national activities and good practices.

Declassmed by the Committee on 19 May 2011.
http /lwww.senado.gob.mx/hoy/violencia_sexual_ninos/index.htm.
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Mr Conde Bajén, Committee Rapporteur on this theme and Contact parliamentarian for Spain, summarised
the hearing in Paris on 22 March 2011 on Combating “child pornography” as part of the campaign to stop
sexual violence against children, and set out his initial views on the matter.

According to Mr Conde Bajén, behind every pornographic image of a child there was a child victim and at
least one person who had abused him or her.

The Committee’s aim was not to condemn the Internet out of hand, but rather to make practical proposals to
help governments combat this scourge effectively. It hoped to propose a balanced report taking account of
the possibility of choosing between “blocking” and eliminating websites offering “child pornography”.

The Chairperson welcomed Mr John Carr, whom some participants already knew because he had attended
the launch Conference for the Council of Europe “One in Five” Campaign in Rome. She asked him to share
his experience of combating “child pornography” on the Internet. This subject was particularly important in
contemporary societies, with the risks posed, for instance, by social networks on the Internet. She urged her
colleagues to continue to combat “child pornography”.

Mr Carr, an expert involved in the International Telegraph Union’s Child Online Protection initiative and
member of the NGO European Alliance for Child Safety Online, described the scale of and growth in “child
pornography” on the Internet, which had enabled increasing numbers of images to be circulated. He quoted
the example of a Canadian who had been arrested in Mexico in possession of 4 million pornographic
photographs of children. Internet guaranteed the permanence of the images. This in fact corresponded to
billions of photos which were being uploaded and then downloaded. Each time an image was viewed, the
child was victimised once again.

Everyone agreed that these images were harmful and that they should not be left on the web, and repression
at source was by far the optimum solution. However, since not all countries prioritised action against this
phenomenon, a possible solution was to “block” the images. Blocking access pending repression could help
combat “child pornography”.

In the United Kingdom, for example, British Telecom had been the first to block such images, with 45 000
attempts at access blocked in 2009, which would correspond to blocking 58 million attempts per year at
world level. Mr Carr deduced that image blocking could operate on a large scale at low costs.

Some people wrongly equated image blocking with infringement of freedom of expression. Although sites
had sometimes been blocked by mistake, blocking was usually appropriate and consonant with democratic
principles and the Council of Europe’s fundamental values. Independent monitoring would provide
safeguards for anyone concerned about freedom of expression.

The images mainly came from countries in North America (42%), Europe — including Russia - (41%) and
Asia (17%). South America and Australia were virtually exempted. Countries in the three aforementioned
continents should therefore be prevailed upon to devote more money to deleting these images. The main
countries involved were the United States and Russia.

In the United Kingdom, contentious images could be deleted within 60 minutes. In many case, however,
even though the police had been informed, the images remained available on the web for a month or more.

Mr Carr noted that the European Union was discussing a draft Directive on combating the sexual abuse,
sexual exploitation of children and child pornography inculuding an article concerning “blocking” as a
mandatory measure. He hoped that the EU would require a new clause in any commercial agreement with a
third country geared to deleting all pornographic images of children.

The Chairperson regretted that many images remained for too long on the Internet, but welcomed the
possibility of swift, effective action against them.

Ms Martinez, Contact parliamentarian for the Parliamentary Assembly of “la Francophonie”, went back to the
origins of the problem: the abominable traffic in children, images sold by families or paedophile networks and
the sale of children. The problem was what these children experienced and what had been done to them, in
breach of their fundamental rights. She came down in favour of blocking these images, but also of combating
this crime by tracking down and punishing the criminals.
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As a frequent user of computer facilities, Mr Marquet denounced the pornographic images which popped up
during an Internet search for a simple word like “Mickey”. This showed the need to educate Internet users
and alert access providers to their responsibilities. Care also had to be taken with such new phenomena as
the use of images of children being violent with each other on the Internet.

Mr Hancock noted that Google, for instance, was not required to clean up its web servers despite having the
requisite financial and technical resources to do so. Access providers authorised this phenomenon because
it generated profits. Mr Hancock seconded the Rapporteur’s hope that the report would have a high profile
and a real impact.

Ms Roseira said that the parliamentarians were well aware of this problem, but were wondering what was
hampering action given that it was technically possible and compatible with freedom of expression to block
access. Children’s rights were primordial, as were parent’'s duties towards their children. She stressed the
importance of image blocking and the need to ascertain the origins of the crime. It was necessary to define
the role of such operators as Google in prosecuting the criminals.

Mr Boswell mentioned the link with organised crime and trafficking in human beings.

Ms Andersen said that the most suitable expression here was “child abuse images”. Access providers had
to take responsibility for the contents of their sites. She considered image blocking vital. She wondered about
the possibility of a new Interpol-type international police unit. Mr Carr replied that he would be in favour of
such a body, given that the international crime networks were involved solely for the profits. This measure
could offset the laxity of some States.

Mr Conde Bajén thanked the expert and the participants. He suggested inviting Ms Najat M’jid Maalla, UN
Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, as high-level speaker at the debate on his report scheduled for
the part-session in October 2011.

The Chairperson closed the discussion.

A photograph was taken of the Network at the end of the meeting.
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