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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only the members who have signed it

The pluralism of interests is an important feature of democracy. It is therefore legitimate that
members of society organise and lobby for their interests. However, lobbying does lead to the risk that
democratic principles may be corrupted. The power of corporations to influence politicians can lead to
unequal access to law and decision making processes vis-à-vis the ordinary citizen.
Very few European countries have regulated lobbying. A European code of conduct for lobbyists
could be a valuable step in strengthening transparency, accountability and citizen’s participation in the
democratic process. However experience in countries that have implemented lobbying legislation shows
that this should only be one part of a broader range of guidelines and measures.
It is also important that responsible corporations understand that they have a vital role to play in
the process.
The Octopus Interface Conference on Corruption and Democracy held in Strasbourg on 20-21
November 2006 concluded that PACE should take up this issue.
We therefore request that the Council of Europe prepares a European code of conduct on
lobbying including guidelines for politicians, lobbyists and corporations.

Signed (see overleaf)
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GACEK, Urszula, Poland, EPP/CD
AÇIKGÖZ, Ruhi, Turkey, EDG
ATEŞ, Abdülkadir, Turkey, SOC
HÖGMARK, Anders, G., Sweden, EPP/CD
IVANOV, Ivan, Bulgaria, EPP/CD
KIRILOV, Evgeni, Bulgaria, SOC
MANIURA, Edward, Poland, EPP/CD
MELČÁK, Miloš, Czech Republic, SOC
MIMICA, Neven, Croatia, SOC
MIUTESCU, Gheorghe, Adrian, Romania, ALDE
SASI, Kimmo, Finland, EPP/CD
STAPONKIENö, Aldona, Lithuania, EDG
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SOC: Socialist Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People’s Party
ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democratic Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: not registered in a group
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