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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only the members who have signed it 

 
 
1. Cluster munitions, due to their conception, do not allow to make the distinction between civilians and 
military objectives. Since the middle of the 20th century and in the most recent conflicts (Afghanistan, 
Kosovo, Iraq, Lebanon), the majority of victims killed and mutilated by these non-discriminatory weapons 
have been civilians. After the end of a conflict, the very numerous unexploded submunitions remain a 
permanent threat with unacceptable humanitarian and economic consequences. 
 
2. Cluster munitions are conceived to neutralise area or military objectives by saturation. Scattered at 
random by their dropping, submunitions are, by nature, intended to cover very wide surfaces (up to several 
hundreds of hectares). The civilians who live in these zones can therefore be killed or mutilated during 
bombardments themselves. 
 
3. Furthermore, between 5 and 40 % of submunitions do not explode on impact: lying on the ground, in 
trees or on the roof of houses, they constitute a threat comparable to antipersonnel mines. Unstable and 
very sensitive, they can be activated by the slightest contact (e.g. during agricultural works, clearing, 
reconstruction). 
 
4.  98 % of the known victims of cluster munitions are civilians: men, women, children killed or 
mutilated during bombardments or when they try to resume their everyday life. Unexploded submunitions 
constitute a permanent danger for the children who go to school, the farmers and the villagers who try to 
earn a living and for their family. But the threat of these weapons does not stop there: the stocks of present 
cluster munitions in the arsenals of a growing number of countries are colossal. If they were massively used, 
they would provoke an unprecedented human disaster. 
 
5 Not making a distinction between civil areas and military objectives, cluster munitions violate, by their 
nature, the spirit of international humanitarian laws 
 
6. At least 73 countries currently stockpile submunitions. We estimate at several billions the number of 
submunitions stored in the arsenals of the planet today. These stocks, if used during conflicts to come, will 
pose a threat to civilians. Their massive use would cause a humanitarian disaster much superior to that 
provoked by the generalised use of antipersonnel mines in the 70s and 80s. 
 
7. Europe is directly concerned by the dramatic consequences of cluster munitions. The Balkans are 
one of the regions of the world in which the unexploded devices represent a threat for the civil population 
today. Europe is also widely represented among the countries which produce, stockpile and use cluster 
munitions. On the other hand, several European countries appear among the precursors of the initiatives 
aiming at a ban on these weapons, whose humanitarian and medical consequences are unacceptable. 
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8. The Parliamentary Assembly invites member States to take any useful measure to forbid cluster 
munitions in their territory and to take preventive measures in order to avoid any medical consequences 
which could be unacceptable. It also asks them to make a commitment at the international level to support 
the initiative of the Norwegian Government, whose objective is to forbid cluster munitions all over the world 
(like the process which ended with the Ottawa Treaty for the ban on antipersonnel mines). 
 
 
Signed 1: 
 
DUPRAZ John, Switzerland, ALDE 
BILGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC 
BRANGER Jean-Guy, France, EPP/CD 
COŞKUNOĞLU Osman, Turkey, SOC 
de PUIG Lluís Maria, Spain, SOC 
DODDS Nigel, United Kingdom, EDG 
DORIĆ Miljenko, Croatia, ALDE 
ERR Lydie, Luxembourg, SOC 
ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom, SOC 
FAUTRIER Catherine, Monaco, EPP/CD 
FERNÁNDEZ AGUILAR Adolfo, Spain, EPP/CD 
GARDETTO Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD 
GLESENER Marcel, Luxembourg, EPP/CD 
HÂGG Carina, Sweden, SOC 
HUSS Jean, Luxembourg, SOC 
JAKAVONIS Gediminas, Lithuania, ALDE 
KOLESNIKOV Victor, Russian Federation, EDG 
LENGAGNE Guy, France, SOC 
MAISSEN Theo, Switzerland, EPP/CD 
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE 
MARTY Dick, Switzerland, ALDE 
MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC 
MELO Maria Manuela, Portugal, SOC 
NESSA Pasquale, Italy, EPP/CD 
PLATVOET Leo, The Netherlands, UEL 
POPESCU Ivan, Ukraine, SOC 
PRESEČNIK Jakob, Slovenia, EPP/CD 
PUCHE Gabino, Spain, EPP/CD 
RUPPRECHT Marlene, Germany, SOC 
SCHMIED Walter, Switzerland, ALDE 
SPILIOTIS-SAQUET Christophe, Monaco, EPP/CD 
STOYAN Oleksandr, Ukraine, SOC 
TXUEKA ISASTI Iñaki, Spain, ALDE 
VERMOT-MANGOLD Ruth-Gaby, Switzerland, SOC 
WURM Gisela, Austria, SOC 
YANKOVSKYI Mykola, Ukraine, SOC 
 

                                                             
1   SOC: Socialist Group 
 EPP/CD: Group of the European People’s Party 
 ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe 
 EDG: European Democratic Group 
 UEL: Group of the Unified European Left 
 NR: not registered in a group 


