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Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development 
 

 
Minutes 
 
of the hearing on “Women and breast cancer” held in Strasbourg, on 
Monday, 9 October 2017, from 2 to 3 pm 
 
 
The Committee held a joint hearing with the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination. 
 
Ms Kyriakides opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. She recalled that since 2013 the Social 
Affairs Committee had been organising an event to raise awareness of breast cancer during each October 
part session. This year, in addition to this joint meeting, the Palais de l’Europe would be illuminated in pink at 
nightfall and pink ribbons would be distributed. Ms Kyriakides encouraged all members to take part in these 
different events. She then welcomed the two experts: Ms Donata Lerda, who worked for the European 
Commission Joint Research Centre (ECJRC) and Ms Elizabeth Bergsten Nordström, President of the 
Swedish Association against Breast Cancer and former President of Europa Donna. She thanked Ms 
Centemero for having involved the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination in this awareness-raising 
event.  
 
Ms Centemero, Chairperson of the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination, thanked Ms Kyriakides 
for this initiative and the two experts for attending the meeting. 
 
Ms Lerda briefly presented the work of the ECJRC, which was not aimed solely at European Union (EU) 
member states but also at non-member states. With a view to ensuring equality in access to quality care, the 
ECJRC endeavoured to ensure the implementation of Council of Europe texts, including Resolution 
2021(2014) of the Parliamentary Assembly “Towards optimum breast cancer services across Europe”. To 
this end, it established standards relating to care services, in particular by drawing up guidelines. The 
ECJRC adopted an inclusive approach. It took account of the opinions of the states, the experts and the 
patients, who had played a major part from the very outset. It did not issue a certificate to any care centre 
which did not abide by its recommendations, in particular with regard to screening, treatment and 
rehabilitation. Ms Lerda concluded that, given the limited jurisdiction of the EU with regard to care, the main 
problem was to ensure member states’ firm commitment in this area. 
 
[Ms Lerda’s full presentation is available in PowerPoint on the Extranet.] 
 
Ms Bergsten Nordström said that in labour and insurance legislation women with breast cancer were the 
weak party and they needed to be protected. Social security coverage and the duration of that coverage 
varied considerably from one European country to the next. Most patients continued to work while they were 
receiving treatment. Nevertheless, after a certain period of time, it was no longer possible to work full time 
and most patients needed an adjustment of working hours. Every employer should have appropriate 
insurance which would cover the costs when female employees with breast cancer were no longer able to 
work. However, insurance rules often stipulated that patients had to be in hospital, whereas that was not 
always necessary in the case of breast cancer. Patients often had to choose between giving up their jobs, 
asking for leave for personal reasons, or coming to an agreement with their employer, an agreement which 
often meant having to accept a less senior post on a much lower salary. Employment and insurance systems 
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were therefore not flexible enough. The more complicated the treatment, the more difficult it was to negotiate 
special working arrangements with employers. In the long run, 75% of women who recovered from breast 
cancer took up a completely different job from the one they used to do. Women who had or had in the past 
had breast cancer had great difficulty in taking out private insurance. Since 2006, insurance companies in 
Sweden were obliged to provide insurance. Although there were many reasons for refusing to provide 
insurance to women with breast cancer, the only valid reasons for refusing were those based on risk 
analysis. 
 
[Ms Nordström’s full presentation is available in PowerPoint on the Extranet.] 
 
Baroness Massey said that in the United Kingdom, there was a 5-year strategy for combating breast 
cancer. Recent reports had revealed various key problems, including access to preventive and therapeutic 
treatment. There was also the question of how to manage the problem in a period of austerity. It was 
necessary to have a genuine discussion on the effectiveness of treatment and its cost. She asked whether 
other member states had encountered such problems.  
 
Ms Dalloz focused on the problems encountered by patients with regard to their insurance. She wondered 
how many member states had adopted the right to be forgotten, the right which made it possible for a person 
who had suffered from an illness in the past to enter into a contract with another person without informing 
that person of the past illness.  
 
Ms De Sutter mentioned a recent dispute in Belgium concerning a private insurance company which 
proposed specific insurance to women who had or had had breast cancer. She said she would like to have 
the experts’ opinion on this subject. She also asked if there were associations of patients suffering from other 
types of chronic disease. 
 
Ms Pruidze said that, in addition to the problem of access to healthcare, the emphasis should be placed on 
awareness-raising and prevention so as to lift the taboos that still existed in society. She wondered what 
impact there might be if more women were involved in decision-making bodies in this field and whether any 
data was available on this subject.  
 
Mr Wojtyła thought that it was necessary to address the need for early diagnosis but also the numerous 
factors which increased the risk of having breast cancer, such as smoking, obesity and even the fact that 
some women did not breastfeed their babies.  
 
Mr Thiéry thought that when patients discovered that they had breast cancer they should receive 
psychological assistance, as well as during and after treatment. He asked whether there were any guidelines 
on this. With regard to financial problems, he mentioned the case of a colleague with breast cancer who 
wanted to come back to work far too soon because in Belgium employees were no longer entitled to their full 
salary after a certain time. The fact that she had come back to work too soon had led to complications and 
she had suffered from burn out. Her state of health had finally obliged her to stop working altogether. He 
asked for the experts’ opinion on such cases. He wondered if it might not be a good idea to establish a 
one-stop shop solution for breast cancer patients. He also stressed the fact that prevention advice should be 
provided in the person’s mother tongue. 
 
Ms Higgins underlined the importance of screening. It should be encouraged and the age-discrimination that 
existed with regard to screening had to stop.  
 
Ms Lerda stressed the fact that general practitioners should be responsible for proper prevention. She 
recommended screening for all women every two years as from 50 years of age and evidence-based 
treatment. However, she pointed out that the ECJRC could only “recommend” and that its only tool was 
certification. 
 
Ms Bergsten Nordström said that there was not enough data on insurance at European level. Specific 
insurance contracts for women who had or had had breast cancer were currently being debated in Sweden. 
In her opinion, this was simply a way for insurance companies to make money. Early screening had saved 
many lives and it was necessary that each member state have proper screening systems, while making 
monitoring less compulsory for women with fewer risks.  
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Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development  
Commission des questions sociales, de la santé et du développement durable 

 
 

Joint meeting with the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination 
Réunion jointe avec la commission sur l’égalité et la non-discrimination 

Hearing on “women and breast cancer” 
Audition sur « les femmes et le cancer du sein » 

 
 

PRESENCE LIST / LISTE DE PRESENCE 
Monday 9 October 2017 / Lundi 9 octobre 2017 

 
 

 
Chairperson / Présidente : 
 
Ms Stella KYRIAKIDES 
 

 Cyprus / Chypre 

 
 
 
Vice-Chairpersons / Vice-Présidents : 
 
  To be appointed / A désigner 

Mr Ertuğrul KÜRKÇÜ  
 
Turkey / Turquie 
 

 
Mr Ionuţ-Marian STROE 
 

 Romania / Roumanie 

 
          Members / Membres                                                             Alternates / Remplaçant(e)s 
 

1. ZZ... Albania / Albanie ZZ... 
2. Mr Victor NAUDI ZAMORA Andorra / Andorre Ms Judith PALLARÉS 
3. M. Mikayel MELKUMYAN Armenia / Arménie Ms Hermine NAGHDALYAN 
4. Mr Franz Leonhard ESSL Austria / Autriche Ms Angelika WINZIG 
5. Mr Stefan SCHENNACH Austria / Autriche Mr Andreas SCHIEDER 
6. Mrs Sevinj FATALIYEVA Azerbaijan / Azerbaïdjan Mr Vusal HUSEYNOV 
7. Ms Ganira PASHAYEVA  Azerbaijan / Azerbaïdjan M. Muslum MAMMADOV 
8. Ms Sabine de BETHUNE Belgium / Belgique M. Damien THIÉRY 
9. Mr Stefaan VERCAMER Belgium / Belgique Ms Petra De SUTTER 

10. Mme Milica MARKOVIĆ Bosnia and Herzegovina / 
Bosnie-Herzégovine ZZ... 

11. Mr Nikolay 
ALEKSANDROV Bulgaria / Bulgarie Mr Krasimir BOGDANOV 

12. Ms Aneliya KLISAROVA  Bulgaria / Bulgarie ZZ... 
13. Ms Marijana BALIĆ Croatia / Croatie Mr Mihael ZMAJLOVIĆ 
14. Ms Stella KYRIAKIDES Cyprus / Chypre Ms Christiana EROTOKRITOU 

15. Ms Zdeňka HAMOUSOVÁ Czech Republic /  
République tchèque Mr Pavel HOLÍK  

16. Ms Gabriela PECKOVÁ  Czech Republic /  
République tchèque Mr Rom KOSTŘICA 

17. Ms Aaja Chemnitz LARSEN Denmark / Danemark Ms Christina EGELUND 
18. Mr Jaak MADISON Estonia / Estonie Ms Marianne MIKKO 
19. Ms Anne KALMARI Finland / Finlande Ms Anne LOUHELAINEN 
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20. Mme Jennifer DE 
TEMMERMAN  France M. Yves DANIEL 

21. Mme Maryvonne BLONDIN France Mme Marie-Françoise PEROL-DUMONT 
22. Mme Marie-Christine 

DALLOZ  France Mme Sophie AUCONIE  

23. Mme Nicole TRISSE France M. Bertrand BOUYX 
24. Ms. Irina PRUIDZE Georgia / Géorgie Mr. Dimitri TSKITISHVILI 
25. Ms Doris BARNETT  Germany / Allemagne Ms Elvira DROBINSKI-WEISS  
26. Ms Sybille BENNING Germany / Allemagne Mr Tobias ZECH 
27. Ms Herlind GUNDELACH Germany / Allemagne Mr Axel FISCHER 
28. Mr Andrej HUNKO  Germany / Allemagne Ms Annalena BAERBOCK 
29. Ms Nina KASIMATI Greece / Grèce Mr Dimitrios KAMMENOS 
30. Mr Evangelos 

MEIMARAKIS Greece / Grèce M. Konstantinos TZAVARAS 

31. Mr Márton GYÖNGYÖSI Hungary / Hongrie Ms Mónika BARTOS 
32. Ms Márta DEMETER   Hungary / Hongrie Mr Gábor HARANGOZÓ 
33. Mr Vilhjálmur ÁRNASON Iceland / Islande Mr Birgir ÁRMANNSSON 
34. Mr Joseph O’REILLY Ireland / Irlande Mr Rónán MULLEN 
35. Ms Maria Teresa BERTUZZI  Italy / Italie Ms Eleonora CIMBRO 
36. Ms Nunzia CATALFO  Italy / Italie Ms Cristina DE PIETRO 
37. Mr Giuseppe GALATI Italy / Italie Mr Francesco Maria AMORUSO 
38. Ms Laura PUPPATO Italy / Italie Ms Adele GAMBARO 
39. M. Andris BĒRZINŠ  Latvia / Lettonie Ms Inese LAIZĀNE 
40. ZZ… Liechtenstein ZZ… 
41. Mr Virgilijus PODERYS Lithuania / Lituanie Mr Kęstutis MASIULIS 
42. Mme Martine MERGEN Luxembourg Mme Françoise HETTO-GAASCH 
43. Mr Etienne GRECH  Malta / Malte Ms Rosianne CUTAJAR 

44. Mr Valeriu GHILETCHI Republic of Moldova / 
République de Moldova   ZZ… 

45. M. Jean-Charles ALLAVENA  Monaco M. Eric ELENA 
46. ZZ… Montenegro / Monténégro ZZ… 
47. Ms Reina de BRUIJN-

WEZEMAN Netherlands / Pays-Bas Mr Mart van de VEN 

48. Mr Henk OVERBEEK Netherlands / Pays-Bas ZZ… 
49. Ms Ingebjørg GODSKESEN Norway / Norvège Mr Tore HAGEBAKKEN 
50. Ms Margareta BUDNER Poland / Pologne Ms Magdalena KOCHAN 
51. Ms Barbara CHROBAK Poland / Pologne Ms Andżelika MOŻDŹANOWSKA 
52. Mr Andrzej WOJTYŁA Poland / Pologne Ms Agnieszka POMASKA 
53. M. Luís LEITE RAMOS Portugal ZZ… 
54. Mme Helena ROSETA Portugal Mme Edite ESTRELA 
55. Mr Liviu Ioan Adrian 

PLEŞOIANU Romania / Roumanie ZZ... 

56. Mr Cezar Florin PREDA Romania / Roumanie Mr Viorel Riceard BADEA 
57. Mr Ionuţ-Marian STROE 3rd 

Vice Chairperson / 3ème  
vice-président 

Romania / Roumanie Ms Oana-Mioara BÎZGAN-GAYRAL 

58. Mr Roger ZAVOLI     San Marino / Saint-Marin Ms Vanessa D'AMBROSIO 
59. Mr Milovan BOJIĆ  Serbia / Serbie Mr Miljan DAMJANOVIĆ 
60. Ms Elvira KOVÁCS  Serbia / Serbie Ms Dubravka FILIPOVSKI 

61. Mr Ján MAROSZ Slovak Republic / République 
Slovaque Ms Renáta KAŠČÁKOVÁ 

62. Mr Jan ŠKOBERNE Slovenia / Slovénie Mr Andrej ŠIRCELJ 
63. Mr José Manuel BARREIRO Spain / Espagne M. Ovidio SÁNCHEZ 
64. Ms Maria Concepción de 

SANTA ANA Spain / Espagne Ms Pilar LUCIO 

65. Ms Melisa RODRĺGUEZ 
HERNÁNDEZ Spain / Espagne Ms Ángela BALLESTER 

66. Ms Carina OHLSSON  Sweden / Suède Ms Eva-Lena JANSSON 
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67. Mr Markus WIECHEL Sweden / Suède Ms Annicka ENGBLOM 
68. M. Jean-Pierre GRIN Switzerland / Suisse Mr Hannes GERMANN 
69. Mme Liliane MAURY 

PASQUIER Switzerland / Suisse M. Filippo LOMBARDI 

70. Mr Nikola POPOSKI 

“The former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia” / “L’ex-
République yougoslave de 
Macédoine” 

ZZ... 

71. Mr Mehmet BABAOĞLU Turkey / Turquie Mr Cemalettin Kani TORUN 

72. Ms Emine Nur GÜNAY Turkey / Turquie Mr Suat ÖNAL 
73. Mr İlhan KESİCİ Turkey / Turquie Mr Haluk KOÇ  
74. Mr Ertuğrul KÜRKÇÜ 2nd 

Vice Chairperson / 2ème 
vice-président 

Turkey / Turquie  Ms Filiz KERESTECİOĞLU DEMİR 

75. Mr Oleksandr BILOVOL Ukraine Mr  Vladyslav GOLUB 
76. Mr Serhii KIRAL Ukraine Mr Boryslav BEREZA 
77. Mr Viktor VOVK Ukraine Mr Oleksii GONCHARENKO 
78. Mr Geraint DAVIES United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Ms Kerry McCARTHY 
79. Sir Jeffrey DONALDSON United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Baroness Margaret EATON 
80. Mr John PRESCOTT United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Baroness Doreen MASSEY 
81. Mr Mike WOOD United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni Ms Kelly TOLHURST 
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EXPERTS 
 

NAME / NOM TITLE / TITRE COUNTRY / PAYS 
 
 
Ms / Mme Donata LERDA, European Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer (ECIBC), Joint Research 
Centre / Initiative de la Commission européenne sur le cancer du sein (ECIBC), Centre commun de 
recherche 
 
 
Ms / Mme Elizabeth BERGSTEN NORDSTRÖM, President of the Swedish Breast Cancer Association, 
former President of Europa Donna / présidente de l’Association suédoise contre le cancer du sein et 
ancienne présidente d’Europa Donna 
 
 
 

SECRETARIAT OF DELEGATION OR OF POLITICAL GROUP / 
SECRETARIAT DE DELEGATION OU DE GROUPE POLITIQUE 

 
NAME / NOM TITLE / TITRE COUNTRY / PAYS 
 
 
Mr / M. Panicos POURGOURIDES, Secretary of the Cypriot delegation / Secrétaire de la délégation 
chypriote 
 
 

ALSO PRESENT / EGALEMENT PRESENTS 
 
 
NAME / NOM ORGANISATION COUNTRY / PAYS 
 
 
 
Ms / Mme Marina DAVIDASHVILI, Senior Policy Officer - EPF – European Parliamentary Forum on 
Population and Development / Responsable des politiques – Forum parlementaire européen pour la 
population et le développement (EPF) 
 
Mr / M. Lefteris KALOTERAKIS, European Affairs Director's Assistant and Office Manager, The European 
Christian Political Movement (EPCM) / Assistant du Directeur des Affaires européennes et Chef de bureau, 
Mouvement politique chrétien européen  (MPCE) 
 
Mr / M. Nicola SPERANZA, Policy Officer, Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe (FAFCE) 
Responsable des politiques, Fédération des Associations Familiales Catholiques en Europe (FAFCE) 
 
Ms / Mme Anje WIERSINGA, IAW Representative at the Council of Europe, Chair INGO WG Gender 
Perspectives in Democratic and Political Processes, Facilitator INGO Freely Constituted Equality Group / 
Représentante AIF au Conseil de l’Europe, présidente du Groupe de travail OING Perspectives de genre 
dans les processus démocratiques et politiques, Facilitatrice OING Groupe sur l’égalité librement constitué 
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE STAFF / SECRETARIAT DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 

 
SECRETARIAT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY / 
 SECRÉTARIAT DE L’ASSEMBLÉE PARLEMENTAIRE 

 
 
 

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY / ASSEMBLÉE PARLEMENTAIRE 
 
NAME / NOM   
 
Mr / M. Mario MARTINS ......................................................................................  Director General / Directeur Général 
Mr / M. Francesc FERRER  ......................................................... Deputy to the Head of the Communication Division / 
 ...................................................................................................... Adjoint au Chef de la Division de la Communication   
 
 
Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development / Commission des questions  
sociales,  de la santé et du développement durable 
 
NAME / NOM   
 
Ms / Mme Tanja KLEINSORGE ........................................................   Head of the Secretariat / Cheffe du Secrétariat 
Ms / Mme Aiste RAMANAUSKAITE .................................. Secretary to the Committee / Secrétaire de la commission 
Ms / Mme Maren LAMBRECHT-FEIGL ............................. Secretary to the Committee / Secrétaire de la commission 
Ms / Mme Ayşegül ELVERİŞ ............................................. Secretary to the Committee / Secrétaire de la commission 
Ms / Mme Jannick DEVAUX  ...................................................................................... Project Manager / Chef de projet 
Ms / Mme Fatima NOUICER .......................................................................................................  Assistant / Assistante  
Ms / Mme Lauren CIANCIO .........................................................................................................  Assistant / Assistante  
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