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Changing the name of the Council of Europe

Motion for a recommendation
presented by M. KAIKKONEN and others

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only the members who have signed it

Having regard to the Statute of the Council of Europe and the current Council of Europe’s political
mandate, defined by the third Summit of Heads of State and Government, held in Warsaw in May 2005;

1. Whereas the Council of Europe has had a genuine pan-European dimension in seeking to protect
human rights, pluralist democracy and the rule of law since 1049,

2. Whereas the Council of Europe has been enlarged into Central and Eastern Europe and has hence
become a true pan-European forum, where currently 47 member states are committed to seek common
solutions to the challenges facing European society,
3. Whereas, since founding of the European Union in 1992, European citizens have had difficulties to
distinguish between the Union’s highest political body, the European Council, and the Council of Europe due
to their confusingly similar names.

The Assembly,

Calls for the Committee of Ministers to consider the benefits of changing the name of the
organisation to better reflect the Organisation’s ethos, current composition and to better differentiate it from
other European organisations;

Recommends that the Organisation’s name be changed from the Council of Europe to Pan-
European Council;

Asks the President of the Assembly to forward this recommendation to the Committee of Ministers.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed:*

KAIKKONEN Antti, Finland, ALDE
COSARCIUC Valeriu, Moldova, ALDE
DUPRAZ John, Switzerland, ALDE
GARDETTO Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
HURSKAINEN Sinikka, Finland, SOC
JURGENS Erik, Netherlands, SOC
KALLIO Reijo, Finland, SOC

KIURU Krista, Finland, SOC
KORKEAQOJA Juha, Finland, ALDE
LAUKKANEN Markku, Finland, ALDE
LUNDGREN Kerstin, Sweden, ALDE
PLATVOET Leo, Netherlands, UEL
UKKOLA Tuulikki, Finland, EPP/CD
WILLE Paul, Belgium, ALDE

! SOC: Socialist Group

EPP/CD: Group of the European People’s Party
ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe

EDG: European Demaocratic Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: not registered in a group



